THE BREAKDOWN OF KINGSHIP
had to be taken. Of those present, only forty-five in number,
nineteen voted for Strafford's life, twenty-six—about one-sixth
of the peerage—for his death. It was by this majority of seven
in such an assembly that Strafford was condemned.
On the Sunday, May 9, Charles debated in an agony between
the two antagonistic forms of duty presented to him. Pym's
organized mob outside the palace were howling for Stafford's
blood, with the money power of the City behind them. Charles's
wife, his family, his crown, were no longer safe. On the other
hand, he had pledged himself to save his loyal and devoted
servant, though Strafford had offered himself as a sacrifice. The
man who turned the scale was Williams, the Archbishop of
York; the King, in the division of opinion about him, turned to
him as the highest spiritual authority available—for Laud had
already been put in prison by the revolutionaries. Williams
(putting it on the highest moral ground—and he also later
betrayed the royal cause) told Charles that it was his paramount
duty to save the nation from civil war. The Royal Assent was
given, and Strafford was put to death before an immense con-
course of people on the morning of the next Wednesday, May 12,
1641.
The Irish Insurrection* A secret effort was made to save
the position of the King by the use of such an armed force as
might support him; it failed, and its failure did but the more
strengthen Pym's hands. And shortly afterwards, in the autumn,
came a greater and largely successful insurrection of the Irish
people for the recovery of their own lands of which they had
been despoiled, and for the recovery also of their religion. The
descendants of the original planters, who had been given by
force the land of the Irish in the north, and those of the more
recent plantations, were driven out. Acts of great cruelty took
place against the victims as they flocked to seek refuge, despoiled
of all they had, and sometimes stripped and driven naked into
the neighbouring towns. How many fell in this insurrection
has been a matter of dispute—2000 may be too low an estimate,
5000 too high. But the story of a successful Catholic rising grew
when it reached England to enormous proportions, and men
would have it, in their fury, that hundreds of thousands had been
put to death. The insurrection failed to take Dublin, but in the
greater part of Ireland it re-established the rights of tie original
owners to their land, and especially to their national religion.
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